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Personal Religion.

W e have of late been Ueeply impressed with the unanimity of views
among
prominent
ministers
and
editors on the subject of personal
piety among church members. Religious tendencies in their judgment
are not encouraging; personal religion
is felt to be of a low type, and the
spirituality of churches is characterized as far from satisfactory. This
takes in, too, the most evangelical denominations, which seem to have been
weighted down by their fellowship in
various ways with
denominations
which have always lacked spirituality
and experimental piety. This condition, so much deplored, has received
greater prominence through an address delivered some time ago at a
meeting of the Church Club, of N e w
York, by Captain Alfred T . Mahan,
of the United States Navy, on " T h e
Apparent Decadence of the Church's
Influence." It was a trenchant criticism of the tendencies and spiritual
condition prevailing in the Protestant
Churches. H e dwelt specifically on the
apparent standing still of church
members, the lack of candidates for
the ministry and the "languid and de-

fective" Christian influence as a whole.
W e suppose Captain Mahan is an
Episcopalian. If so, we need not be
surprised at his personal impressions.
But we find that his views are widely
endorsed by prominent men in other
Churches. W h e t h e r on all points he is
correct, or those are who endorse his
views, we shall not inquire. W e want
our readers to see things through their
glasses, so that, if their view is correct, they may be stimulated in their
efforts to promote a revival of personal religion.
Captain Mahan, as we read his address, holds that the most serious defect in our present type of godliness
is in exalting human relations above
divine. T h a t is, of making more of
love to man than of love to God. If
this is correct, it would make our religion eminently philanthropic, altruistic and neighborly, with very little vital piety and spirituality.
For
he insists that we are giving the "first
and great commandment" the second
place. So he holds that for thirty
years past the church has virtually
been teaching that a "man's personal
piety is of small consequence, alongside of his external benevolent activities." T h e tendency has been to
devote the Church's energies to working reforms, and thus leaving out of
the question the soul's personal relatitions to God.
A s a remedy for this unfavorable
condition Captain Mahan insists on
the restoration of "personal religion;
the direct relation of the individual
soul to God," and that this idea must
have "that primary place in the Christian scheme which it has momentarily
lost." And if his diagnosis of the disease is correct, undoubtedly this is the
remedy. W e need to see that the first
great thing for us to do, our abiding
work and mission, is to save the soul,
and for each man and woman to save
his own soul. T h e idea of self-culture,
too, as a substitute for personal
religion needs to be
abandoned
W h a t if we can repeat the Lord's
prayer in Latin, but can not truthfully
say in English, " M y soul is saved?"
W e may have all the culture im-

our G0d:"- —Psa. x x . 7NO. 17.

aginable, but that will not answer.
W e may effect all kinds of reforms,
still souls are not saved. " A n d , " says
Captain Mahan, "who shall thus save
his people? W h o but Jesus Christ?
And what is personal religion but the
co-operation of man's will with the
power of Jesus Christ, that man's
soul,man's whole being, may be saved;
not for his own profit chiefly, but
that he may lay it, thus redeemed, thus
exalted, at the feet of him who loved
him and gave himself for him."
As said, others have heartily endorsed these views. They think there
has been too much emphasis put on
"the religion of kindness and benevolence to fellow men." A n d that the
secular press has helped to impress
this idea of religion on the public
mind. But while human brotherhood
and Christian fraternity are right and
good, yet "standing alone" these are
" n o religion at all." " T h e r e must be
some conscious rendering of obligation to God in order to bring into the
life the essential religious element."
In other words, we have developed a
type of religion which is n o religion.
It is a startling charge to make, but
one which seems to have been echoed
with much unanimity from many
points of the compass. If it is true, it
behooves us to return speedily to the
old order of spiritual things.—Dr. C.
H . Forney, in Church Advocate.
It is part of my religion to look well
after the cheerfulness of life, and let
the dismals shift for themselves, believing with good Sir Thomas More
that it is wise to be "merrie in God."
—Alcott.
Vicarious suffering is a fact of life,
and cannot be expelled from life until
love is expelled. W e cannot care
greatly for the highest interests of another without bearing his infirmities
and taking on his sicknesses—nay,
even bowing to the burden of his sins.
—Hugh
Black.
It is, indeed, blessed to be human
beings, with Jesus Christ for the centre of humanity.—George Macdonald.
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EDITORIAL.
The Twelfth. Chapter of Romans.
This chapter stands pre-eminent as
to consecration and the resultant practical Christian life of the believer. It
is addressed only to believers, as the
unregenerated person is yet dead in
trespasses and in sins, and consequently is in no position to present
his "body a living sacrifice," as the
Apostle her admonishes believers
to do. T h e following notes on this
chapter, by G. Campbell Morgan, as
given in Record of Christian Work,
are full of interest and instruction and
we commend them to the attention of
all our readers:
Verses 1, 2.—Here begins the practical section of the epistle, that is, the
application of the doctrine to duty.
T h e word "Therefore" links all that
is now to be said with everything that
has gone before. T h e argument for
conduct is based upon the truth
enunciated. Because of the grace of
God, manifested in spite of all human
failure, the believer is called to certain
attitudes and actions. T h e very first
of these is that of personal abandonment to God. It is well to notice
in these opening verses, where the
Apostle places the emphasis of personality. It is not upon the body, but
upon the spirit. H e r e the disciples
are looked upon as possessing the
body, and being able to offer it. It : s
the difference between the sacrifice
and the one who offers. T h e worshiper is man as a spirit. H i s sacrificial symbol of worship is his own
body. This he is called upon to present to God, and the Apostle declares
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that this act is of the nature of spiritual worship.
In what sense is it possible, however, to present the body to God ? Not
by scourging or mutilating or burning
or destruction. These are all false
and imperfect methods. T h e true
ideal is that of using it in all its powers
according to the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God. T h e central
consideration is not to be the fashion
of the age as to intellect, emotion, or
will, as to food, or raiment, or occupation. I t is rather t o be that of the Divine will. T h e spirit of man restored
to God through faith in Christ now
dedicates the body to his will, and so
the mind is renewed. Note the completeness of the Apostle's ideal of
life ! It is wholly dependent, however,
for fulfillment upon that faith in God's
provision for man upon which m a n is
justified, and through the exercise of
which sanctification proceeds.
Verses 3 to 8.—Having declared the
true attitude of, the Christian life to
be sacrifice t o t h e will of God, the
Apostle now proceeds to show how
that sacrifice will- be expressed. It is
important to notice this carefully, as
there may be much talk of submission
to the will of God while there is no
practical evidence of the same. T h e
whole of chapters twelve and thirteen
are really occupied with this subject.
Chapter twelve shows the evidence
manifested in personal life, and chapter thirteen as regards the world.
One of the first positive proofs of
abandonment to the will of God is that
of humility. H e r e of course it is
spiritual humility. There is always
danger that a person having solemnly
dedicated everything t o God should on
that very account become puffed u p ;
and there is no pride more objectionable than spiritual pride. T o prevent
this the Apostle declares the great
truth concerning the whole body, and
the complementary nature of the offices of the members thereof, showing
that for the fulfillment of the whole
function, the service of every part is
necessary. Consequently, the importance of each is measured not by its
own significance but by its contribution t o the whole.
T h e enunciation of gifts is full of
interest. Prophecy, the extraordinary
gift of spiritual interpretation; ministry, the business details, the serving
of tables ; teaching, the patient work of
imparting knowledge; exhortation, the
stirring up to obedience of those who
are t a u g h t ; giving, haying special
reference to actual financial contributions ; ruling, the leading and conducting of the affairs of the Church ;
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showing mercy, the work of charity
and kindness. H o w different are
these gifts! H o w easy it would be to
set them in order of importance, according to popular conception! Yet
they are mixed promiscuously as it
would seem of set purpose, in order
to show that in the economy of faith
they are of equal value. Humility is
manifest in the exercise of a gift with
a view to fulfilling the function of the
body, rather than for the glorification
of self.
Verses 9 to 17.—Wherever such
humility exists, there necessarily follows genuine love. This paragraph
almost defies detailed examination. It
is a collection of epigrammatic injunctions. T h e first of them, however, is the all-inclusive one, revealing
at once the true impulse of obedience
to the rest and the unifying bond
which holds them all in true relation.
"Let love be without hypocrisy," that
is, let it be without acting, let it be
genuine.
Then follows the analysis of what
that means. It is interesting to note
the alternation between personal character and relative conduct. T h e arrangement under verses somewhat
confuses this balance. Let us read
without the verses, dividing by the
distinction between personal and relative.
Personal. "Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good."
Relative. "In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; in
honor preferring one another."
Personal. "In diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing steadfastly in prayer."
Relative. ' "Communicating to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality.
Bless them that persecute you; bless,
and curse not. Rejoice with them that
rejoice; weep with them that weep. Be
of the same mind one toward another."
Personal. "Set not your mind on high
tilings, but condescend to things that
are lowly. Be not wise in your own
conceits."
Relative. "Render to no man evil for evil.
Take thought for things honorable in
the sight of all men."
Comment is needless on each sparkling epigram. It is, however, of value
to notice carefully the relation between
these personal and relative injunctions : the first revealing the mind of
love; the second, showing the method
of love.
Verses 18 to 21.—Such
selfemptied, love-centered devotion to the
will of God will alone make possible
obedience to what follows. W h a t a
wonderful ideal is presented in this
brief p a r a g r a p h ! Notice carefully
that the "if it be possible" is not an ex-

V

September I, 1903.]
cuse for an unbeliever under any circumstance to break the peace. It is
rather a recognition that there will be
some men who will not be at peace.
T h e burden of responsibility, however, is indicated by emphasizing the
word "you," "as much as in you lieth."
There is an old adage that "two are
necessary to a quarrel." T a k i n g this
for granted, the Christian should see
to it that there shall be no contribution
on his part to the making of a quarrel.
If there is a breach of the peace, it
must not be created by such as are devoted to the will of God.
Moreover, let believers ever remember that in cases where an outsider violates this principle of peace,
they are not to avenge. "Vengeance
belongeth unto m e ; I will recompense, saith the Lord." If the paragraph had stopped there, it would
have been possible to understand a
very popular attitude of mind toward
this great declaration. H o w often we
have been tempted to say with a sigh
of relief, "Yes, thank God, vengeance
does belong to the Lord I" T h u s , although active reprisals are prevented,
the heart rejoices in the thought that
at last the punishment of God is to be
meted out to the wrong-doer.
Yet
this "attitude in itself is out of harmony with the will of God for his
child; and therefore that child is called to such action as will demonstrate
the existence of true and unfeigned
love. T h e h u n g r y man is to be fed,
and the thirsty one supplied with
water.
The closing injunction deals with
the inner motives. "Be not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with good."
T h u s the first expression of true devotion to the will of God is to be found
in that humility which is the result of
a self-emptied life, and that genuine
love which creates true relations with
all men.
It was our privilege to attend the
Harvest meeting at Martinsburg, Pa.,
on A u g u s t 15th. W e had often heard
of Morrison's Cove, but had never
been there until on this occasion. W h a t
is known as the Cove is situated in
Blair and Bedford counties, Pa., and
consists of a beautiful valley about 35
miles long and 5 miles wide, located
high up in the Allegheny mountains.
The membership here is not large, but
we found them spiritually alive and
earnestly contending for the "faith
once delivered to the saints." Elder
Isaac Stern has oversight of the
church here and seems to earnestly
strive to be a true shepherd. T h e
other ministering brethren here are F .

EVANGELICAL

3

VISITOR

M. Brown and D. M. Miller. W e
arrived at Martinsburg on Friday
evening, the 14th i n s t , and stayed
over the Sunday following.
During
our stay we met in worship five times.
The meetings were fairly well attended
and the interest apparently was good.
Besides the public meetings we visited
in a number of private families where
were the sick and the aged. W e hope
the Lord may bless the work here,
and that he may cause his work to
prosper and grant that many of the
dear ones who are standing aloof may
be caught in the Gospel net, and become active workers in the vineyard
of the Lord.
A private letter from
Brother
Steigerwald was received some time
ago to which we should possibly have
referred earlier. H e speaks of the
needs of the work at the Matoppo
Mission. As workers who are present on the field they see the need for
more workers. When he wrote some
of them expected to go out to spy out
the land, the objective point being
about 60 miles distant. H e said that
Brother and Sister Doner are anxious
to go to some out-station. In order
that they may plant out-stations it becomes necessary that more workers
come to the mission. T h e building
operations during the last year have
absorbed the attention so much that
other work failed to receive due attention. Brother Steigerwald makes
a special call for a brother who would
be able to take charge of the gardening . While some may not regard
that as mission work, yet he regards
it as an important part of it. T h e natives need to be taught in all kinds of
useful industry and he who teaches
them how to work and form habits of
industry has a good share in the work
of the mission.
" L o v e " will not want to invade his
neighbor's family, nor to kill his
neighbor, nor to steal from his neighbor, nor to lie about his neighbor.
T o be under law is vainly to seek by
way of external obedience, to love
God and the neighbor. T o be under
grace is to love God and the neighbor
by an interior constraint of the renewed nature. Just as no man is really
honest who abstains from stealing for
fear of the penitentiary, so no man
really fulfills the law through fear of
the law. An honest man obeys the
law because he is an honest man, in
utter forgetfulness, often that there is
any law. H e "fulfills the law," not
because of the law, but because he
loves the right conduct which, inciden-

dentally, the law approves. T h e believer loves, therefore, not because the
law commands him to love, but because in his new nature he is a loving
man. C. I. Scofield.
A precious work of grace is in progress among the congregation at the
Conoy church near Elizabeth town,
Pa. T h e sudden death of H a r r y
Heisey—noticed in last V I S I T O R —
seems to be fruitful in that a goodly
number of the young people of that
community are yielding to the reprovings of God's Spirit and are turning
their feet to his testimonies. At last
accounts nearly 25 had already turned to the Lord, and the prospects were
that the number would go on increasing. Oh, that God would send a
genuine revival of religion throughout all the churches, and that everywhere the true spiritual life may obtain and prevail!
An interesting and well attended
Harvest meeting was held at Pleasant
Hill, Ohio, on August 15th. On the
same date a Harvest meeting was held
at the home of H e n r y Wolgemuth,
near Mount Joy, Pa., where there was
a large attendance and good interest.
T h e one held at the home of Brother
Shearer, near Rutherford
Station,
on the same date, was also well attended and profitable.
The Brethren of H a r r i s b u r g and
Steelton, Pa., have decided to hold a
love feast at the Messiah Home on
September 19th and 20th, and hereby
extend a cordial invitation to the
Brethren elsewhere to come and enjoy
the occasion.
Begin W i t h God.
Begin the day with God! He is thy sun
and day;
He is the radiance of thy dawn, to him address thy lay.
Sing a new song at morn, join the glad
woods and hills;
Join the fresh winds, and seas, and plains;
join the bright flowers and rills.
Awake, cold lips, and sing! Arise, dull
knees, and pray!
Lift up, O man, thy heart and eyes, brush
slothfulness away.
Look up beyond these clouds; thither thy
pathway lies.
Mount up, away, and linger not; thy goal
is yonder skies.
Cast every weight aside! Do battle with
each sin;
Fight with the faithless world without, the
faithless heart within.
Take thy first meal with God; he is thy
heavenly food;
Feed with and on him; he with thee will
feast in brotherhood.
Take thy first walk with God! Let him go
forth with thee;
By stream, or sea, or mountain path, seek
still his company.
Thy first transaction be with God himself
above;
So shall thy business prosper well, and all
the day be love.
—Horatius Bonar.
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Life's R a i l w a y t o H e a v e n .
Life is like a mountain railway
With an engineer that's brave,
W e must make the. run successful
From the cradle to the grave.
Watch the curves, the fills, the tunnels,
Do not falter, do not quail,
Keep your hand upon the throttle
And your eye upon the rail.
CHORUS.

Blessed Savior, thou wilt guide us
Till we reach that blissful shore,
Where the angels wait to join us
In thy praise for evermore.
You will roll up grades of trials,
You will cross the bridge of strife,
T o that Christ who is your conductor
On this lightning train of life,
Always mindful of -instructions,
Do your duty, never fail,
Keep your hand upon the throttle
And your eye upon the rail. Chorus.
You will often find obstructions,
Look for storms of wind and rain,
On a curve, a fill, a trestle,
They will almost ditch your train,
Put your trust alone in Jesus,
Never falter, never fail,
Keep your hand upon the throttle
And your eye upon the rail. Chorus.
As you roll across the trestle
Spanning Jordan's swelling tide
You'll behold the union depot
Into which your train shall glide.
There you'll meet the superintendent,
God the Father, God the Son;
With a hearty, joyful plaudit
Weary pilgrim, welcome home. Cho.
This was composed by an Engineer on
the railroad some years ago. Selected by
Henry Balsbaugh, 222 South 17th Street,
Harrisburg, Pa.

. •» .
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Notes on Romans.

No XVII.
(1) The Christian's relation to
civil powers—Rom. xiii. 1, 7.
(2) The Law of Love—Rom. xiii.
8-10.

(3) Vigilance urged; The approach
of the Day of the Lord; A State of
readiness advised.—Rom. xiii. 10-14.
True Christians are loyal citizens
under whatever form of government
they may be found: because they love
every body, pray for everybody, pay
their taxes and debts, and live in peace
with all men as far as possible, respecting law and authority.
Paul recognizes governments as being of God and therefore should be respected—"The powers that be are ordained of God. Whoever therefore
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist shall
receive to themselves judgment."
We must be honest in naming all our
taxable property and moneys to the
assessor.
We must regard all legislation that
will not cause us to violate God's holy
word,—even the game and Sabbath
laws. It is anarchal to knowingly
break the law of the land. It is a de-
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lusion to think that breaking the law
of our country is all right as long as
we are not discovered. We are guilty
in the sight of God. While the Christian is urged to honor public officers
and governments, he is not encouraged
to seek and hold public offices in the
temporal government nor to mix up in
politics—hands off of politics if you
want to be kept saved; for they are
rotten!
There is no government on the face
of the earth that is what it should be,
but, nevertheless, an imperfect government is better than none. Whenever Christians meddle with politics
they are on the path which leads (o
Romanism. To participate in politics
and hold high official positions involves on us the responsibility and
service of war which is strictly forbidden in the gospel of Christ—the
glad tidings of love.
T H E LAW OF LOVE.

ROM. XIII. 8-10.

"Owe no man anything save to love
one another: for he that loveth his
neighbor hath fulfillel the law." Love
is a debt that we will never be able to
dismiss. It is a continuous incumbent indebtedness which death itself
does not discharge.
"Owe no man anything" cannot
mean an indebtedness well and honestly secured by mortgage or otherwise : for if that were wrong then you
could let no money, and we know Jesus gave teachings which included the
letting of money for interest. In case
of a mortgage a person virtually transfers his property to the mortgagee so
in fact the mortgagor owes him nothing. I do not mean by this exposition to encourage great financial responsibilities on the line of incumbrance, but rather to discourage it,
because it is apt to absorb all our time,
or at least too much of it, and we
thereby neglect the most needful thing
which Jesus calls "The Kingdom of
heaven." If we take money or property from any person, company,
church or State by shrewdness, misrepresentation, or by any other unfair
means, we owe it, and God almighty
will hold us guilty until we meet it in
some satisfactory way. Since it is a
sin to deal unfairly in financial matters with man, have we a right to rob
God?
What is the answer? I
imagine I hear a multitudinous throng
acclaim—No. But where are we as
a brotherhood? Many of us are
shamefully in debt to God. Where
are the tithes? Let us bring them in
and see what great prosperity God will
give the brotherhood. We must be
a consecrated people—consecrated to
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God, not to self. If our people would
tithe in a systematic way and put it
into a common fund for religious purposes what a great work could • be
done. What good will our wealth do
us if we disobey God ? James says
it will corrode our flesh as fire, and be
a witness against us in the last day.
If we observe the law of love we will
obey God in things relating to him and
to each other. Many boast of their
honesty and are constantly robbing
God. What a shame! I repeat it in
the name of Jesus Christ, what a
shame: for "thou shalt not steal."
Paul says—"it is high time to wake
out of sleep." May the thunders of
God's judgment awaken us—"without
are thieves."
T H O U SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.

If all the adulterers of this land
should die in a single day I am sure
there would be a coffin "famine." Just
think of it, there are 300,000 fallen
girls in the United States.
This is only a fractional part of those
guilty of adultery. I don't know why
there is no estimate made on the number of men fallen in this awful sin.
From the very nature of the sin there
must be more men than women.
(Five fallen men for each fallen woman is the estimate—Editor). Besides those known to be guilty of adultery there are millions who live secretly in the sin.
If mothers actually knew what
stealthy traps these city private offices are to steal the virtue of their girls
they never would consent to have
them employed at such places. Drugs
and all manner of methods are employed to seduce them. An old
Scotchman, who was a justice of the
peace in a city of Illinois, a man of
means and who was considered as
being respectable, said to me, personally, that to commit adultery was no
sin as long as it remained undiscovered. He was one of those that did
not believe in hell punishment. What
diabolical corruption!
Many are living in adultery under
the cloak of matrimony. Many have
been divorced and have remarried
contrary to the Scriptures. If the
curtain of society were lifted and the
real condition unfolded what a horrible picture we would see. This sin is
prevalent among all nations of the
world and apparently is growing
worse. The worldly dress feeds the
lust as also do the God-forbidden
meats. If we observe God's law in
dress and food it will be a great help
to virtue. And then to be sanctified
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through and through exterminates the
serpent lust.

" T h o u shalt love thy neighbor as thyself."

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Besides literal adultery there is an
untold amount of spiritual adultery
even in this fair land of Bibles. T o
give our love and devotion to any
other object than God is spiritual
adultery. H e r e are some of the gods
—fashion, money, society, lodgery,
clubs, formality, etc. A r e we free?

"THOU

I feel like writing just now of the
deep, settled peace in my soul. Yes,
I'll write it, I'll tell it, for it is a peacthat passeth understanding.
Oh,
praise the L o r d ; the world can never
give nor take it away. To-day, while
picking blackberries along the creek,
the stream of water went so quietly
and gently, and as I stood for a moment looking on, the hymn came to my
mind which says " W h e n peace like
a river attendeth my way," and, just
then it was attending my soul. I know
of a time when I was more loud and
rattling and noisy than I am now, but
I am glad for the new lessons we learn
every day. I read once, a meek and
quiet spirit is in the sight of God of
great price. W e talk of being sanctified ; yes, that is r i g h t ; without it no
man shall see the Lord. Satisfied, settled, stablished, sanctified. Oh, praise
the Lord for peace and love and joy
in the Holy Ghost. Then we can love
the Brethren if we have the love of
God. Yes, the peace of G o d ! I have
no fault or trouble about my Brethren. Bless God! I don't think of
such things and I don't care to be
tempted on that line. Let us work at
home and abroad.

" T H O U SHALT NOT

KILL."

T h e word "kill" is applied to no
creature but man in this command,
and means "thou shalt do n o murder."
Many say we have a right to kill in self
defense. W h e r e do we get the r i g h t ?
Christ's message of love forbids it and
says "pray for your enemies." H o w
could we pray for a person and then
turn about and take his life? It can't
be done. W e might pray " a t " a person and then murder h i m ; but to pray
"for" a person and then kill him is
impossible.
In time of war murder is committed
with impunity. It is legalized and
wholesale.
Nations ought to be
ashamed to go to war with each other.
Deliberate duelling is illegal both in
the United States and E n g l a n d ; and a
death resulting from this cause is regarded as murder, and the seconds or
witnesses are liable to severe punishment as accessories. Since nations
(United States and E n g l a n d ) classify duelling as murder, why not war
as well? for God plainly says "thou
shalt do no murder." " N o murderers
shall enter the kingdom of heaven."
Sherman said, "war is hell."
H o w many women, even mothers,
are guilty of this bloody crime in the
destroying of their unborn children?
Many of them are members of churches occupying the highest seats in the
synagogues while their hands are
dripping with the blood of the innocent. They talk like saints but act
like devils. Many men encourage it,
and doctors perform abortion for the
money that is in it, thus breaking the
laws of God and of their country—anarchists. There is no excuse for wilful' murder, and if we are guilty we
will surely miss heaven unless we repent thoroughly. W e had better confess than wake u p in hell with human
blood on our souls.
John says—"Whosoever hateth his
brother is a murderer, and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life
abiding in him." If we observe the
law of love we cannot injure nor hate
each other, for love worketh n o ill to
his neighbor; and the command is

SHALT

NOT

BBAR

FALSE

WITNESS."

H o w can we bear false witness
against any body whom we love? W e
will never do it. But it is done when
we esteem self above others, or
hate our neighbor. Some of the most
honest and able judges are being
alarmed how both men and women
are guilty of this great sin of p e r j u r y ;
and that without compunction of conscience. This is another index finger
pointing to the fulfilment of prophesy
—that wicked men and seducers shall
grow worse, deceiving and being deceived. T h e spirit of covetousness
leads many to this sin, and the Lord
says—"Thou shalt not covet." O,
how many kinds of sin there a r e ! and
how many ways to commit sin! It is
only the grace of God that can keep us
from them.
Seeing the gross and wilful violation of the holy commands without
seriousness must remind us that our
redemption from death is "nearer t h a i
when we first believed." " T h e night
is far spent, and the day is at h a n d :
let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor
of light. Let us walk hqnestly, as in
the d a y ; not in rioting ;or revelling
and drunkenness, not in strife and
jealousy. But put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts
thereof." May we all fully, unconditionally, unreservedly and eternally
yield to the will of God.
/ yield, I yield, 0, Lord to thee
My will, my heart, my all,
That I may xvholly spotless be
When I shall hear thy call.
J. R. ZOOK.

Dcs Moines,

la.

A true Christian life is pretty well
described by the definition of a verb
in old-fashioned g r a m m a r s : it signifies "to be, to do, and to suffer."
Jesus Christ has a vast school in
which he gives instructions and administers discipline. T h e very word,
"disciple," signifies a little scholar.
Before our Master's eye there is an
ideal of what you and I ought to be,
and if he can correct our faults, and
develop our graces, and increase our
influence for good, and make us better Christians, he does not hesitate to
use sharp implements.—The Golden
Rule.
So long as God is in heaven his
word must be fulfilled on the earth.

An Experience.

Your sincere sister,
A M A N D A SNYDER.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Crumbs.
Holy Ghost messages always bring
results according to God's wish.
Give the devil God's word. Never
commence to reason with him, because
he will out reason you every time.
God will let no honest soul in the
dark, but many who think themselves
honest are far from it.
W h e n we have God's sanction, then
only do we know that our ways please
him.
If we would listen to some people
they would keep us so busy working
for the L o r d that we would have no
need to listen what the Holy Ghost
would have us do.
It is a rare thing in this our day to
hear a clear sermon on repentance,
confession, restitution, or hell fire;
nevertheless the Bible remains the
same as when preachers preached it.
W e may be great Christian workers
in the sight of people, and yet be so
selfish that God gets but little glory
out of our lives.
W e are apt to think people treat us
cold when we expect honor from them
and don't get any.
If you pity yourself the devil will
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work upon your human feelings and
thereby sidetrack you from the simplicity of the word.
The great mass of Christian professors use their experience and life as 1
pattern to which they try to bend and
stretch God's word, in order to make
it fit; whereas they should take God's
word for their pattern, and carve, cut,
plane, turn, and sand paper their experience and life, until it becomes a
perfect model of the word.
Some folks, by comparing their
lives with other people's, think they
have the experience of holiness, which
is a sure evidence that they are void
of the experience.
If the devil can not keep you from
working for the Lord, he will sometimes try to hurry and crowd you into
work beyond measure, -'in order to
throw you overboard.
D. L.

GISH.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

"Social P u r i t y . "
No. V I .
H e r e d i t y : — A few writers have the
audacity to challenge the truth of the
principle of heredity. Murder is put
on the embryo child, when the mother
seeks its death. W h e n parents are
hateful because of being under necessity of bringing forth off-spring accidentally the children become hateful, see Mai. iv. 6. W e read of an expectant mother w h o was a carpetweaver, and who, while working, calculated the wages the piece of work
w o u l d bring, and how to make
all ends meet, financially. Thereby
she puts on her off-spring boy a great
mental ability for mathematics. A
sanctified mother tells us that she has
never seen one of her sons to be angry
or rebellious. No one will deny the
birth-marks on the body. These are
proof of the possibilities of shaping
character. A congregation was horrified when told that their preacher
was a thief by phrenological interpretation. T h e preacher confessed he always had the disposition to steal; but
grace kept it down. ( H e was not
sanctified).
H o w many parents do not steal, or
lie, or m u r d e r ; but they live unchaste
sexually, and thereby heap upon their
children impure desires, which respond with more or less readiness to
the second or third call to a harlot or
libertine life.
" T h e hand that rocks the cradle
rules the world." T h e mother has a
very important place in God's infinite
mind. W e often hear mothers, who
are cumbered with the care of a large
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family, say that they have very little
privilege to do anything for the betterment and salvation of humanity. If
parents fully knew the honor to God,
and the blessing to humanity, resulting from a full consecration of their
off-spring as well as themselves, to
God, there would be more carefulness
and godliness, and n o filial hatred.
Grace certainly is not transmissible
from parent to child; but any one can
see the great advantages accruing to
a child conceived and brought through
gestation and lactation, in holiness,
over the one that was conceived accidentally and matured in deception and
hatred.

bashful. Normally the prospective
mother would be highly honored and
respected. See the Bible instances.
If any who read these imperfect
lines are guilty of any disrespect to
m o t h e r s ; we hope they will blush with
shame and never so do any more.
As I said before let all withhold
criticism and verdict until concluded,
which it will be in one more article on
evil and good habits of youth, and
courtship.

A t the best man is born with plenty
of evil propensities; but, God be
praised, that where sin does abound,
from what cause soever, grace does
much more abound.
T h e mother is next to God. T h e y
are worthy of much honor. W e are
sorry to say again right here, that
false modesty robs them of much respect, and privilege and helps they
need in order to do the very best in
ennobling the child. T h e morality of
the masses is degenerating rapidly.
It can only be stopped by cleansing the
fountain. Then the stream will be
pure, humanly speaking.

"But one thing is needful;
and
Mary hath chosen that good
part,
zvhich shall not be taken azvy from
her."—Luke x. 42.
Jesus said in the above verse that
there is one thing that is needful, and
if we read the four preceding verses
we find that M a r t h a who had received
Jesus into her house, had a sister,
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus'
feet and heard his word, and Martha
became dissatisfied when she saw her
sister sit at Jesus' feet, leaving her to
serve alone, (for she was cumbered
with much s e r v i n g ) . She came to
Jesus and complained to him about
the conduct of her sister, and asked
him saying, "Lord, dost thou not care
that my sister hath left me t o serve
alone? bid her therefore that she help
m e ; " but we finu that Jesus told her
that she was careful and troubled
about many things, but that one thing
was needful, and Mary had chosen
that good part, which was not t o be
taken from her.

Consider )l)avid how he did right
in the eyes of the Lord, all the days
of his life, save in the matter of Uriah.
Since he was conceived in sin it is no
wonder, (see I. Kings xv. 5 ) . Samuel
was very much wanted. H e was duly
consecrated, and what a man of God
he w a s ! W e find nothing recorded
against Samuel; but we do against
Solomon,—what a contrast (see Neh.
xiii. 2 6 ) .
Timothy had a good pedigree.
Paul said the unfeigned faith in Timothy, dwelt first in his grandmother
Lois and in his mother Eunice.
A rightful inheritance in body and
mind is to be desired far above thousands, yea millions of this world's
goods. Abnormal appetites and unrestrained desires and delights tell
very plainly on the off-spring. Hab-*
its, poisons and diseases which affect
the parents slightly, are often laid very
heavily on the children.
Fathers are responsible for good
environments and a spiritual atmosphere. T h e mothers should be protected from fears, and hard speeches,
and worries, and embarrassments.
Y o u n g folks, and even old folks, do
often unceasingly shun and scorn the
worthy mother, who is in preparation
"to rock the cradle and rule the
world." Mothers are embarrassed;
hence many children are timid and

J.

Canton,
For

the
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A t Jesus' Feet.

There is contained in this incident
a very important lesson for every one
of us. In the first place it is necessary
for us to see what that one thing, that
is most needful, is. Jesus said that
Mary had chosen it, and it is therefore very plain to us what that most
needful thing is. I t is chosen by sitting at the feet of Jesus and listening
to his precious word. By sitting at
the feet of Jesus we understand that it
means to be humble-minded and willing to do what he tells us to do. W e
know that in the natural sense, if we
sit at some one's feet we generally love
that person, and listen very attentively
to his words, and so we understand
that Jesus meant those should do, that
would wish to choose the good part.
Those of us w h o know by experience, what it is to sit at Jesus' feet
and hear his word, can of a truth say
that it is a most blessed place to be.
W e realize that of ourselves we are
nothing and that without the help of
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Jesus we are unable to do anything
that is pleasing to him. How needful it is for us to give ear to his teachings and obey his commandments, for
Jesus said, "But the comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you" (John xiv. 26). I
believe you would all agree in saying
that there is nothing in this world that
is of greateer value than to be taught
all things by this Comforter. He will
not teach us about the transitor/
things of this world, how to have
pleasure and enjoy ourselves according to the flesh, but he will teach us
heavenly things, and how we can best
please our Savior.
You, clear readers, who have left off
seeking the transitory things of this
world, and have sat down at Jesus'
feet, in the spirit, have realized with
me that it is the most needful thing for
us to do; and I would say again it is
indeed blessed to be in this condition.
How we can enjoy ourselves, when in
a meek and humble spirit we sit down
and take God's Word and read from
it, for our edification! If we are in
the right mind God can speak to us
through his Word, the same way as
Jesus spake to Mary.
You would all agree, that Martha
had very little benefit of the words
that Jesus spake, because she was
moving above, doing much serving,
and paying little attention to what he
was speaking. She even found fault
with Mary because she did not help
her to serve, and is not this the case
to-day, that many are cumbered about
much serving, seeking after worldly
pleasures and have no time to listen
what Jesus is speaking? No time to
read God's Word, or to go where his
Word is being preached, and even trying to persuade those who are listening to Jesus, to come and help them
to serve, and if you dear reader, are
one of this number, serving the world
and Satan, make no delay, but come '
at once to Jesus, who is willing and
able to forgive you all your sins, and
teach you words of Eternal Life. We
as children of God should also be
careful that we are not like Martha,
finding fault with those who sit continually at Jesus' feet but instead, we
should follow their example, and may
we all say with David, "One thing
have I desired of the Lord that will I
seek after; that I may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord,
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and to enquire in his temple" (Ps.
xxvii. 4).
Your brother in Christ,
LEVI F. SHEETZ.

Florin, Pa.
For

the
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A T e s t i n g Time.

"For he satisiieth the longing soul
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness.—Psalm ciii. 9.
Oh so many times I get so hungry
and thirsty. No one can satisfy my
soul but my dear Jesus; he who died
on the cross for even me, and all that
desire his love, and I am glad he can
see into my heart and knows that I
love him though he loved me first. In
him only I have victory. I can go to
him and also find his comfort in the
blessed word. To-day I was out on
the mountain side for six hours alone
reading the word and in prayer for
the people of this awfully wicked city,
and I mean to continue in prayer for
them. It seems to be almost in vain
to talk to the children and people. The
devil is active in carrying on his work.
After one has a joyful season he tries
to get in his work again.
Brother Bassler visited us a few
days and we enjoyed the visit so
much ; it brought joy to, our heart. It.
was the same when Brother Samuel
Haugh visited us last Spring. It was
surely a great comfort to us.
Last Winter I passed through a
siege of typhoid fever, and oh, how I
wished for some of the dear sisters.
I have only God to thank for my recovery, and by his grace and love I am
what I am. O my soul rejoices in his
glory. My desire was to go but it was
not God's will.
I was reading about the deadly toypistol. There is much truth in the
article. I thank God that I as one of
his little ones don't join in any of those
celebrations. As far as I can remember I was only at one in my lifetime. I
never attended a show or dance. For
this I can thank my parents who are
now gone home to glory.
"Oh that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness and for his wonderful works to the children of men."
With this I close, ever looking to the
Lord, and forward for more faith and
trust, living in obedience to the good
Lord.
Your sister in Christ,
M.

C. HARTZEU,.

Kelso, Wash.
To live, we must grow. Religion is
advancement. If we are not better
Christians to-day than we were a year
ago, something is wrong.

" N o One to Gather T h e m I n . "
O, brother and sister, the harvest is white.
T h e world is in darkness and sin;
Precious souls by the thousands are fast
going down,
And no one to gather them in!
Par over the sea from dark Africa's land,
Where the light is now burning so dim,
Ethiopia is stretching her hands out to God,
And no one to gather them in.
Prom India, too, hear the cries of the lost.
The starving, with hands raised so thin;
The child-widow thrust out from her home
while so young,
And no one to gather them in.
Behind China's walls are millions of souls
To whom the gospel has never yet been,
Bowing down to their idols that never can
save,
And no one to gather them in.
But nearer still, all about us, cries of distress can be heard,
Above the world with its clatter and din,
Mothers' sons and fair daughters—whole
families going down;
And no one to gather them in.
O, Church of Christ, shake off this hour,
T h e lethargy of sin!
These souls for whom our Savior died,
Should all be gathered in.
Let us lay ourselves at Jesus' feet,
And yield our all to him,
And in the fulness of his love,
Go forth and bring them in.
—Selected by Sister Kuhns. F r o m God's
Revivalist.

. • i
For

the
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Faith.

The Lord guiding my pen, mind
and heart, I will try to write a little
concerning faith.
"Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen." If our faith is in God we hope
to once be so happy as to enter that
rest which is prepared for all who
love his appearing. If we have faith
as a grain of mustard seed we can
remove mountains. What are these
mountains? Some are doubts fears,
sin. When we repent, our sins come
up before us like mountains and by
prayer and faith, believing, these
mountains are removed and cast in the
sea. Also when our faith is tried
what seems like mountains comes up
before us. When we look at things
which appear formidable if we put outtrust in God, have faith and believe
the mountains will vanish away before
we get there.
How blessed! It is, the word tells
us, the evidence of things not seen.
We cannot see it on ahead but if we
just follow the Savior we can see it at
the time of our need.
We can find so much concerning
faith in the blessed word of God. I
know I am too weak to say much, but
I know the more I search the Word
and by experience know its power the
better I can understand it. The more
I search the Word the more blessed it
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becomes to me. May we all be so
happy at last that we can say with the
Apostle Paul " I have fought a good
light,' I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith." I feel I have just
commenced on this wonderful word,
faith. So much could be written, yet
I feel I am to close for this time hopeing it is all pleasing in the sight of the
Lord. I ask you all to remember me
in your prayers as I stand in need of
them.
Your sister in Christ,
Florin,

Pa.

LIZZIE HEISEY.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

A P r a y e r Letter.
Philadelphia, Pa., A u g . 17, 1903.
Dear Jesus, our Lord and Savior:
As I have to go to my work this
morning the thought came to me that
I might write you a few lines. Now
Lord, thou knowest what is before me
this d a y ; give me grace to meet the
same. I have had a desire to do something in some way to help thee. I
have failed to do so notwithstanding
that thou hast given me many opportunities in many ways. I ask thee to
pardon me, for Jesus' sake.
Now, dear Jesus my Lord, as this is
our first talk in this way may it bring
forth the good fruit.. I could write
much this morning as thou knowest
but do not like to use the time for I
know there are others to speak to. I
feel we should all meditate and reason
within us, and when thou, oh Lord,
tellest what to do may we do it or show
to thee that it is our desire and that
we will strive to obey, just as we
would do in our temporal business. I
for one, have worked day and night
and often gained nothing—so Lord, as
we know these things help us all 1o
strive and work harder for thee that
we may inherit the blessing given to
the faithful when we are done here
below. W i t h this I close hoping these
few lines will please thee, I remain
one of thine,
E.

MORRISON.

W h e n you make a mistake do not
waste time in trying to defend it. D o
not argue to convince your teacher or
your employer, that you were in the
right. It is bad enough to have taken
black for white, but it is worse to be
unwilling to acknowledge yourself
mistaken.
T h e young man who
frankly admits that he has blundered
and stands ready to take the consequences, commands respect. T h e one
who evolves ingenious arguments for
proving that he was not really mistaken loses standing among all who
listen to him.—The Myrtle.

VISITOR

Old Evangelical Preaching.
W e proceed with the subject of
their "preaching" by stating that when
the "old" preachers wanted to preach
on repentance as the next step after
the sinner has been awakened and enlightened as to his condition, they
would use texts like the following:
" K n o w i n g that the goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance" (Rom. ii.
4 ) , " T h e time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand, repent ye
and believe the gospel" ( M a r k i. 15),
" A n d the time of this ignorance God
winked at, but now he commandeth
all men everywhere to repent" (Acts
27:30).
They would then speak of the nature of repentance and of its necessity,
about as follows:
Its nature. It does not consist in
ceremonial performances and penances, nor in so-called "good works,"
as the Roman Church teaches, neither
in being baptized and partaking of the
Lord's Supper and being a member in
some
denominational
Church
of
Protestantism, nor in leading outwardly a moral life.
I t must have the elements 1, of a
true knowledge of sin; 2, a "godly
sorrow" (this with emphasis) for sin;
3, confession of it to God ("if we confess our s i n s " ) . ' 4, turning away from
it to God ("repentance toward G o d " ) :
5, earnestly praying for forgiveness;
6, restitution and reparation of wrongs
committed against our fellow men.
T h e last point was practically illustrated and enforced in the following
case: A young man came frequently
to the altar of prayer, earnestly crying to God for mercy, but all remained dark and hopeless. T h e preacher
suspected some secret hindrance and
made a private call, to ascertain it.
T h e young man confessed at once that
he had defrauded a comrade out of
$25, and then ran away from him, and
this sin would now constantly rise up
before him. The preacher told him
plainly that he must refund
that
amount fully before he could find salvation. "But,' said the young man,
"I have not got the means now—what
can I d o ? " " T h e n , " said the preacher,
"write a letter to him, in which you
confess this sin, state your condition,
enclose also your promissory note for
the amount, with the full intention to
pay it as soon as possible." T h e young
man did so, and was happily saved in
the next meeting. H e paid the note
and became a useful classleader and
local preacher, and after some years
died happy in the Lord.
For preaching on pardon or justifi-
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cation they would employ such texts
as Rom. v. 2 : "Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God,"
etc. "Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord will not impute sin." (Rom. iv.
8.)
Justification was stated to be an act
that God does for us, in forgiving our
sins, thereby justifying and thus releasing us from the guilt and punishment of sin for Jesus' sake so fully
and freely as if we had never sinned;
in other words our justification is as
complete as the atonement of Christ
is perfect. On this point they stood
squarely on the doctrinal ground of
the Reformation of the sixteenth century often quoting the Lutheran and
Reformed catechism in addition to
Scripture proofs.
For preaching on regeneration or
the new birth, which they considered
an all-important point, involving divine sonship, the beginning of sanctification, the witness of the Holy
Spirit—in short the beginning of an
inward and outward godly life, and
also of the living hope of eternal glory
and the inheritance of the saints in
light—they frequently selected John
iii. 7 : "Ye must be born again," and
then endeavored to show 1. In what
this new birth does not consist; 2. In
what it does consist; 3. Its necessity ;
4. H o w to obtain it. Another favorite
text was the question of the rich young
m a n : " W h a t lack I yet ?" I heard
one handle this text in the following
m a n n e r : W h a t lack / yet?—describing under the emphasized " I " the oiuwardly moral life and other good
features of the young ruler's character; W h a t lack I yet?—pointing out
that he felt that he was lacking something important, and his coming to
ascertain it, i. e., he was in some degree under conviction; W h a t lack I
yet?—having
led a life of outward
obedience to the commandments of
God, and having a good standing
among the chosen people of God, etc.;
What lack I yet?—what is the lack
which I cannot fathom nor ascertain
myself ?
Christ's answer: "Sell all thou hast
and give it to the poor and come and
follow me," etc., was the deep, inner
touch that reached and revealed the
great lack. The young man went
away sorrowfully, for he was rich in
temporal goods, his heart was cleaving
to his worldly possessions, it was carnal and hence unregenerated, unrenewed—he lacked the new birth.
While keeping the commandments
outwardly he lived inwardly in opposition to the great commandment: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
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thy heart," etc. F r o m the standpoint
of this text the preacher made, in conclusion, searching applications and
almost irresistible appeals to the hearers not to deceive themselves but
enter in at the "strait g a t e " into the
kingdom of God.
Another favorite text was I. Peter
i. 3 (which read) and many similar
ones, for which we have not space here.
On entire sanctifkation they applied
such texts as I. Thess. v. 2 3 : " N o w
the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly," etc.; I. John i. 7 : " T h e blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin ;" I. J o h n iii. 3 : "Every
one that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself even as he is p u r e ; "
Matt. v. 8 : "Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God."
They taught emphatically that sanctification begins already in repentance
and inwardly in regeneration when the
love of God is shed abroad in a measure in the heart by the Holy Spirit;
that it will progress while the child
of God is faithfully walking with him,
and sooner or later will be completed
in the sense of being cleansed "from
all evil desires and passions" (as remnants of the "old man," or inbred sin)
by the blood of Christ, thus perfecting
the love of God in the heart. They
insisted, however, that all true Christians possess such a degree of sanctifkation that they have dominion
over actual sin, and when they have
been cleansed from inward sin, or
sanctified wholly, then they have "perfect victory over all inward and outward sin" which was one of their
cherished definitions of entire holiness.
There were two somewhat distinctive currents in their preaching on
this subject—one we might denominate as the Wesleyan type, and the
other as the mystical—practical. Of
the first Rev. Henry Fisher was the
most pronounced representative both
in writing and preaching, and of the
other Bishop John Seybert, who delighted in the deep mystical teachings
of
Kempis,
Tauler,
Terstesgen,
Francke, Arnold, etc., but in reality
they coalesced into one in their aim
and results, viz. the death of the "old
man' of sin and the consequent "fulness of God," being "all in all." Alio,
how radically they regarded this "full
salvation" may be seen by a quotation
from a sermon by Bishop Seybert (in
I
8 S 3 ) o n this wise: " W h e n you have
been brought into such a state of grace
that you abhor your former darling
sin ("Lieblingssuende") more than
any other, and the temptations to that
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sin have become so distasteful to your
spiritual sense that you instantly repel
them, then the tap-root of sin ( " H e r zenswurzel") has ueen eradicated and
the victory over all inward and outward sin has become perfect." There
was certainly not the slightest concession to superficiality in such teaching,
and the fruits thereof were in accordance.
W h e n intending to preach on faith,
they would select a text that contained
this subject and. speak on it somewha:
in this m a n n e r : 1. Natural
faith,
which is an inherent faculty of human
nature even in its fallen state. W e
believe testimony concerning things in
nature, both tangible and intangible,
even such things as have never come
into contact with our five senses, and
in all our natural activities this faith
takes the lead or we could not act.
And by this faith we also believe in
our fellow-men. 2. Historical faith,
which assents that the Bible and the
doctrines of Christianity are true
without giving them any serious attention.
3. Denominational
faith,
giving assent to a creed as contained
in the respective catechism, hymnbook,
etc., hence people speak of a Lutheran
faith, Reformed - faith, Presbyterian
faith, Episcopalian faith, Roman Catholic faith, etc., and in tneir moral
blindness they regard this as the true
saving faith and consider one who
withdraws from one denomination and
joins another to have become an apostate and reprobate. But this sort the
"old" preachers regarded as no faith,
it being, at the most, simply the acceptance of a denominational creed
and membership in a sect. 4. A "dead
faith" of which the Apostle James
says, that the devils also have it. It
leaves man unsaved, unfruitful as regards good works, it is a faith that
worketh not by love. It leaves the
mere professing Christian like a piece
of dead wood swimming helplessly
along on the current of sin and the
depraved spirit of the times. 5. Saving faith, which is a divine light and
power, changing man into a "new
man," a child of God, a true Christian,
who has eternal life in his soul, which
produces good fruit and enables him
to swim, like a living fish, against the
current of sin and worldly spirit into
the ocean of God's eternal love. I
could here give an excellent specimen
of a detailed description of this saving
faith by an "old" preacher, but want of
space forbids at present.—Evangelical
Messenger. Published by request.
Because Christian Endeavor has
been much blessed it must bless much.

The Responsibility of Influence.
T h a t some minds and some lives
have influence over others is a fact
readily recognized; but that every one
exerts some influence is a truth not
so readily admitted. This is because
the influence of persons of strong
mind and positive individuality is very
apparent; while that of others is not
so marked. But each has an influence.
It may be quiet and unperceived; but
there is a law of nature operating between minds, and upon minds, as truly
as the laws of cohesion, adhesion and
attraction operate between bodies and
particles of matter.
You may be conscious that another
person has had, or is having, a marked influence in the molding of your
life and character, and perhaps think
that the effect is all on one side; but
you are just as surely having an influence upon the other person. People of strong minds may not perceive
or admit the influence of others upon
t h e m ; but that influence goes on,
nevertheless, from the minds and especially the actions, of others.
A child, bright in intellect and
strong in individuality, if given free
rein with the street urchins, will
quickly show the effect of inferior
brains and lesser lives upon him. T h e
same law operates through life, though
in a less marked way among adults.
If, then, we all have an influence,
how important it is that we see that it
is a good one! And how important
that we do our utmost to secure and
preserve that personal environment
which shall be to the development of
the best, the purest, the noblest, the
most elevating, in our own characters.
If human influence is so great, how
much greater must be the divine influence ! T h a t life is the best that continues in constant communion with
God, and receives the mind of the
Highest by "living in the Bible."
Only as we come to realize that we
are exerting an influence all the time
do we sense the responsibility that
rests upon us. W e can all help to
turn minds Godward. May the Lord
help us to conform our actions to our
speech and testimony, and thus throw
no stumblingblocks in th< way of
others.—Herald of Life.
W h a t good is the saloon? Brewers
say it is the poor man's club. Yes,
and as long as he patronizes it he will
remain a poor man. It truly is' a
poor man's club. In fact, it causes
him to use a club on his wife and children.
The words hidden in the heart are
the surest to be fulfilled in the life.

10
H o v God Saved a Perishing Boy.
Dying in the lonely wilderness, perishing because there was no water, far
from his father's house, with even his
mother's face turned away that she
might not witness his death, do you
wonder that Ishmael called upon
God?
" A n d God heard the voice of the
lad," as he will hear our voices to-day
when we cry to him in faith, when
earthly friends have deserted us. H e
answered him, sending an angel to
show the sorrowing mother a great
well of water which she had never seen
before, and promised -to make of the
boy a great nation. T h a t promise was
kept, as all God's promises are.
So many people are perishing this
day far from the Father's house, because they have not tasted of salvation.
God will send us instead of angels to
bear the message to them, if we are
only willing to do his will.
Oh, the boys and girls God has
saved, and who are now doing his will
by helping others to come to the light!
I am going to tell you of one girl, and
you can find hundreds of examples of
God's saving power. In far away India, fifty years ago, lived a man who
had strange views for that land, for he
believed that girls ought to be educated. H e had seen one girl taught
to read, at Poona, so he knew it really
could be done. S o strong were his
sentiments, that he carried his girlwife (for she was only nine years
o l d ) , away into the jungle in order to
teach her, away from his mother and
relatives, w h o were furiously opposed
to any education for a woman. She
learned rapidly, and among the children whom God gave to them was a
girl named Ramabai. H e r mother and
father both taught her, and she learned
Sanscrit, the language in which the
classics of India are written, and at
least seven languages based on this
one. H e r father and mother died
when the great famine came to India,
and she and her brother journeyed
from place to place, lecturing, and so
great was her intellect that even in
learned Calcutta she created a sensation by her wisdom. She married a
well educated man, after her brother's
death, but he, too, died in a short time,
leaving her just one child, a girl. She
went to England, and God cared tenderly for her, and there she gave her
heart to him. H e r sympathies went
out to the suffering child-widows in
India, however, and in Poona, to-day,
stands Ramabai's H o m e for childwidows. This home was made possible by God's watch-care for the little
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girl born in India's jungles, and hundreds of sorrowful lives have been
made useful and happy. W h a t sympathy we have for one whose husband
is d e a d ; but in India a widow who
may be only six or nine years old t or
even younger, is shunned and abused,
while it is considered unlucky even to
see one early in the morning. They
never marry again, and no happiness
ever enters their lives. God bless
Ramabai's Home, and send her helpers
from America.—Mrs Shelton in The
Gem.
A Lesson on Beer Drinking.
A dark-haired, slender young girl,
with large, brown eyes and a pleasant
face, stood in the prisoner's dock of
the Jefferson Market Police Court.
She was neatly dressed, though her
attire was well-worn; and she stood
with bowed head, while an occasional
sob shook her slender form. T w o
other female prisoners stood in the
dock with her. T h e one on her right
was a bold-faced woman of the town,
dressed in cheap but gaudy finery, bedecked with tawdry jewlry, and evidently familiar with her surroundings. T h e other was an old woman
in dirty rags, which she scarcely held
upon her shoulders with one thin and
grimy hand. H e r eyes were bleared,
and her face bruised and bloated.
T h e judge looked at the strangeassorted trio. Then he said to the
weeping g i r l :
" H o w is it that so young a girl as
you have come to this?"
" I did not intend to get drunk,
judge," said the girl. " I went to a
woman's house, and we drank some
beer together, and, somehow, I don't
remember what happened after that
until I found myself in the cell."
" H o w old are y o u ? "
" I am going on sixteen, sir."
" S i x t e e n ! how do you like your
neighbors? Look to your r i g h t ; that
is your next step. It won't take very
long to reach that state if you continue as you have begun. Look to
your left; that is nearly the end, but
it is the sure end of the downward
path."
T h e young girl sobbed, but said
nothing.
"You are very young,"
resumed
his honor. " T h i s is your first offense;
I hope it will be your last. You can
go."
T h e girl left the court-room with
hanging head, but the woman on the
right laughed, and the woman on the
left leered, as they waited for their
turn.
This girl had a bitter lesson; but
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how many there are w h o will never
learn except in a bitter school. T h e
world is full of wrecks which have
gone down through the drink. Others
are following who little imagine
where their course will end. Oh,
that both old and young would be
warned by the ruin into which others
have plunged, and escape for their
lives before escape shall be impossible !—Unidentified.
Renewing.
To create requires creative power.
Man may sometimes repair, but he
cannot renew. T o restore that which
is ruined, to bring back that which
is lost, to renew that which has been
destroyed, is the work of G o d ; and
human nature is so utterly debased
and fallen that only God can renovate
and restore the wreck.
H u m a n influence may lead to a temporary or external reformation, but it
is only by divine power that we are
renewed in the spirit of our minds. A
transformation under the influence of
human advice or the pressure of public opinion, is not sufficient.* They
who are to win the approval of God,
must be transformed by the renewing
of their minds.
The great fountains
of thought and action must be cleansed
and renewed. The debased instincts
must be changed, and the new life
must come forth in its freshness from
the hand of that God "which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure." H e only can accomplish this mighty change. H e who
has power to raise the dead to life and
immortality, and to restore a desolate
creation, and cause myrtle to spring
u p where thorns have grown, can
change human briars to myrtles, and
cause grapes to grow on plants which
have borne nothing but thistles and
thorns.
O child of A d a m ! be assured that
you shall never know the life and joy
that pertains to the redeemed of God,
until Christ has wrought in you the
mighty work of renovation; until you
are in Christ a new creature, created
anew unto good works. Yield yourself to h i m ; lie as clay beneath the
plastic hand of the great P o t t e r ; let
the light of God illuminate, and the
Spirit of God inspire your soul: then
shall its deserts blossom like the rose,
fountains shall burst forth amid the
glowing sands, and the water that
Christ has given shall be in you a well
of water, springing up into everlasting
life.—From " T h e Common People."
Enlarged esteem for ourselves
not a Christian growth.
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OUR YOUTH.
L o v e to God.
When I look tin to yonder sky,
So pure, so bright, so wondrous high,
I think of one I can not see,
But one who sees and cares for me.
His name is God; he gave me birth,
And every living thing on earth,
And every tree and plant that grows,
To the same hand its being owes.
"Tis he, my daily food provides,
And all that I require besides;
And when I close my slumbering eyes,
I sleep in peace for he is nigh.
Then surely I should ever love,
This gracious God who reigns above;
For very kind indeed is he,
T o love a little child like me.
—Selected by Sr. Ober.
P o l i t e n e s s B e g i n s at H o m e .

In a recent story, the heroine is
brought up in a home where there is
no pleasant conversation, no little
kindnesses, nothing but harsh commands, or bitter complaints, from the
father, and silent obedience or endurance by the two daughters. She visits the home of a friend where every
member of the family treats every other member kindly and politely, and her
surprise is very great to see that it is
possible for people to live so happily
together. Be sure that you do your
part toward making home the pleasantest and the politest place you know
of. Don't be too anxious to look out
for your own rights, and others will
be more willing to let you have them.
—The Gem.
W o n a Place B y a Whistle.

He was an odd-looking little figure xs
he came merrily whistling down the
street the morning after the big snow.
His nose was red, his hands were bare,
his feet were in shoes several times
too large, and his hat was held in
place by a roll of paper on the inside,
but he piped away like a steam whistle, and carried the big snow shovel
much as a soldier carries his rifle.
"How much?" from an imposinglooking man, who was asked if he
wanted his walks cleaned.
"Ten cents."
"A nickel's enough."
"It would be if I couldn't do no
better; but I've got to do the best I
can, and business is rushin'. Good
morning"; and the merry whistle
filled the air as the boy started away.
"Go ahead and clean 'em!" shouted
the man, whose admiration and better
nature had been aroused.
"Just see the little rascal make the
snow fly!" he laughed to his wife,
who stood at the window with him.
"Why, he's a regular snow plow, and
he does it well, too."
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"What a little mite! And how
comical! I wonder if he's hungry."
She called to him as soon as he had
finished, but he would not take time
for more than a cup of coffee.
"Too busy," he said.
"What are you going to do with the
money ?" asked the man, as he insisted
on settling at twenty-five cents.
"I'm going to get mother a shawl.
She's wearing one you can see
through, and it ain't right."
On he went, with glowing cheeks
and his cheery whistle. But they had
his name and address. It was the wife
who took the shawl to the mother, and
it was the husband who installed the
sturdy little snow shoveler as office
boy in a bright new uniform, and with
permission to whistle when he feels
like it.—Selected.
Narrowness.

11

prophet startled him. Many persons
who advocate temperance are very intemperate in habits; many who preach
humility are proud; many who wage
war on worldly pleasure, follow after
it themselves. Men who jest and
laugh and spend much time in foolishness are very harsh on persons much
younger than they are who want to
enjoy themselves in their own way
and if some one tries to defend them
they say, "Oh, yes, you are encouraging sin." It is not encouraging sin
to advocate equal rights, justice and
liberty of conscience but it is encouraging sin to practice it yourself and
defend it in your own life.—F. W.
McGuire, in S. S. Gem.
The comparative commercial value
of human life, at different ages, may
be estimated by a study of the amounts
awarded by juries in suits for damages. Marshall O. Leighton, of the
United States Geological Survey, attempts this task in "The Popular Science Monthly" and finds from a study
of one hundred and seventy-six cases
that a man's life is estimated to be
worth most to a community when he is
about thirty years of age.

John G. Whittier, the Quaker poet,
once, in describing the usages of the
Quakers, told of a certain George
C
who grew wearisome in his
exhortations, and his prudent brethren,
after some consultation, passed the
following resolution: "It is the sense
of this meeting that George C
be advised to remain silent until such
If God writes "opportunity" on one
time as the Lord shall speak through side of open doors, he writes "responhim more to ou>r satisfaction and sibility" on the other side.— / . T.
profit."
— • « — _ Grecey, D, D.
There are people who want all things
•• •
done to their own satisfaction and for
The M a g i c Letter.
their own profit. You will find people There was a little maiden once,
In fairy days gone by,
who want people to talk in church
every thought and every word
the way they want them to talk. Whose
Always began with " I . "
They want them to act in church and "I think," "I know," "I wish," "I say,"
" I like," " I want," "I will;"
out just their way. It is sometimes From
morn till night, from day to day,
very hard to distinguish between nar" I " was her burden still.
rowness and real strictness; just as it
Her schoolmates would not play with her
is hard to distinguish between true
H e r parents tried in vain
charity and a false license. We T o teach her better, and one day
Poor " I " cried out in pain.
should never encourage sin nor should "Help
me, O fairies!" she besought,
" I ' m worn to just a thread;
we ever discourage the sinner. A
me from this dreadful child,
false license encourages sin; narrow- DoOrsave
I shall soon be dead."
ness shuts out the sinner from repentance. Strictness condemns sin but The fairies heard, and heeded, too.
They caught poor " I " away,
holds out the hand of love to the sin- And nursed him into health again,
Through many an anxious day;
ner. There is always great danger of
And in his place they deftly slipped
our excusing too much sin in our own
A broader, stronger letter;
lives and being too strict with our " T h e more she used that," they said,
With roguish smiles, "the better."
neighbor.
I remember well, an aged man, in
the neighborhood in which I spent my
early days. One day when I was hi
the shop where he worked a little boy
swore. The aged man with repeated
oaths ordered the boy out. "I will allow no swearing in my shop," he said
and all the while he was swearing himself. David was ready to put to death
the man who had stolen the sheep but
had committed a far worse crime himself. The "Thou art the man," of the

T h e little maiden wept and sulked
At first, and would not speak,
But she grew tired of being dumb,
And so, within a week,
She used the substitute, and l o !
Her playmates crowded 'round,
H e r parents smiled, and all were pleased
To hear the novel sound.
She grew to use it steadily,
And liked it more and more;
It came to fill a larger place
T h a n " I " had filled before;
And each year found the little maid
More kind and sweet and true.
W h a t was that magic letter's name?
Why, can't you guess? 'Twas " U . "
—Selected.
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Donations for the months of July and
part of August:
M. C. Eby, Harrisburg, Pa.,
$1 13
Ontario.
H . Rhodes, Ramona, Kansas, . . .
2 50
Nottawa, Sincoe county, Sept. 19, 20.
Annie Page, Moonlight, Kansas,.
-30
70
Waterloo, Waterloo county, Sept. 26, 27. Geo. A. Rice, Harrisburg, Pa., . .
A Sister, Gormley, Ont.,
3 00
At the new Rosebank M. H .
50
Walpole, Haldimand county, Sept. 26, 27. Sister Bert, Moonlight, Kansas, . .
Fannie Wenger, Shippensburg, Pa.,
1 00
Markham, York county, Oct. 3, 4.
Annie Rhodes, Ramona, Kansas, . .
I 00
Black Creek, Welland county, Oct. 10,
EH Martin, Abilene, Kansas, . . . .
2 50
Harvey Frey, Abilene, Kansas, . .
so
11.
Jacob Sider, Stevensville, Ont., . .
50
Clarence Center, Erie County, N. Y„
Mary Coble, Elizabethtown, Pa., . .
2 50
Oct. 17. 18.
Bro. Garis, Souderton, Pa.,
I 00
T h e Canada Joint Council will convene
Bro. Landes, Souderton, Pa., . . . .
1 00
Maria Leidigh, Dayton, Ohio, . . . .
1 00
at Nottawa, Simcoe county, o n Sept. 17,
Noah Zook, Abilene, Kansas
1 00
1903.
Donation Box,
4 37
A cordial invitation is extended to atJ. S. Engle, Hummelstown, Pa., . .
2 50
tend these meetings.
Annie Bert, Chicago, 111.,
I 00
C. L. Engle, Marietta, Pa.,
I 00
Pennsylvania.
Manda Witmer,
Elizabethtown,
Philadelphia Mission. Sept. 26.
Pa.,
2 00
Harrisburg, Messiah Home, Sept. 19-20.
Carrie Hitz, Annville, Pa.,
25
Lizzie Hitz, Annville, Pa.,
25
•m •
Fannie Hitz, Annville, Pal,
25
P h i l a d e l p h i a Mission.
Sally Funk, Annville, P a
25
Report for July.
Molly Fegan, Annville, Pa.,
25
Annie Foust, Annville, Pa.,
25
DONATIONS.
Frances Heise, Cashtown, Ont.,. .
1 00
Balance on hand,
$18 10
Reuben Tyson, Royersford, Pa., . .
25
Kohler, Ont.,
1 00 Sister Metzger,
1 50
Philadelphia, P a
3 75
Upton, P a
10 00
Total,
$35 45
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2. W h e n writing to have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
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show t o subscribers when their subscription expires.
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W e are able to offer our subscribers a
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. For
$3.25 (INDEX F I F T Y CENTS E X T R A ) we will

$32 75
EXPENSES:

For poor,
For mission expense
Total,

$16 35
6 25
$22 60

My dear Brethren and Sisters. I felt to
write and let you all know what is being
send the Bible prepaid to any address in
done here at our Mission. Many blessings
the United States or Canada, and the
does the Lord give u s here at our dwelling
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.
This
place. I t seems he is manifesting his
offer holds good for renewals as well as
good and Holy Spirit among us. W e have
new subscribers.
one of our dear little Sunday school
T h e special feature of this Bible is that
scholars as a convert who followed her
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VERLord and Master in the rolling stream.
SIONS of the Bible in one volume, without
She was baptized at Kramer Hill on Aug.
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
9. She is but 12 years old and became
Size of type. I t is a Self-pronouncing
willing to take the plain old way. T w o
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting 7
other girls in the same class want to take
feature or disturbing the Text, points ouv.
this same way also but they are hindered by
all the words and passages wherein the two their dear parents; but we believe the dear
versions differ, giving the Revised Version
Lord will open their way. so we kindly ask
of each at foot of page.
all those who are interested in souls to
A Very Full Concordance,containing
over
pray for them and also for their parents.
40,000 References;
History and Summary
Elder Joseph Detwiler, of Silverdale, ofof the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
ficiated at the baptism. This makes 21
Chronological Tables; New Subject indexmembers that Elder Detwiler has bapto the Bible; a Dictionary
of
Scripture
tized in Philadelphia. W h y should we not
Proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
rejoice if one soul is worth more than the
and meaning; Tables of Miracles, Parables,
whole world? Remember brethren and
Etc.
sisters, all you who have given a helping
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal, Divinhand in this great work, you will not loose
ity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under
your reward.
Gold Edges, Flexible Back. L E A T H E R
When we came to Otis street wharf last
LINED.
Sunday
while waiting for the boat our dear
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR,
ministering brother S. G. Engle preached to
Harrisburg, Pa.
the people. It made a deep impression on
the dear ones who were standing around.
Our City Missions.
It reminded me of the time of our dear
brethren of old, such as Peter and Paul.
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
W i t h uplifted hands and heart did he
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
preach the glad tidings of Salvation. W e
Buffalo, N . Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
ask all those who read these lines to pray
street, in charge of Brother J . H . and
for us all as we all feel very much encourSister Catie A . Myers.
aged.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria
street.
I would again call attention to two little
In charge of Brother and Sister B. Bruboys, 8 a n d 10 years old, smart, intelligent
baker, Sisters Anna and Sarah Bert and
Brother G. C. Cress, pastor.
and good, for whom I would like to find
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, Second and
good homes. Will n o t some one respond
University ave. I n charge of Bro. J. R. and and give t h e m a good home ?
Sister Anna
Zook.
Residence,
1220
From your brother in the war for souls,
Grand streets. Church, Thirteenth and
Eleventh street, N .
PETER STOVER,

A. B. MUSSER,

Treasurer.
• > •
Messiah Home Orphanage.
Donations for the months of July
August:
John Bock, Buffalo, N . Y., . . . . $
A Sister, Gormley, Ont.,
Mary Coble, Elizabethtown, P a . , . .
Noah Zook, Abilene, Kansas, . . . .
Maria J. Leidigh, Dayton, Ohio,. .
Verna Winger, Ridge way, Ont.,. .
J. L. Kreider, Annville, Pa.,
Mt. Rock Sunday-school, Franklin county, Pa.,
M. C. Eby, Harrisburg, Pa.,
Total,

and
75
3 00
2 50
2 00
1 00
50
5 00
2 30
I 49

$18 54
A. B. MUSSER,

Treasurer.
Messiah Home Orphanage Endowment
Fund.
Previously reported,
$1,70000
Brother and Sister—name withheld,
100 00
Total,
$1,800 00
W e feel very thankful for all these donations for the Messiah H o m e ; T h e Messiah H o m e Orphanage; and for the Messiah H o m e Orphanage Endowment Fund.
As we are often asked about the Endowment Fund an explanation would not be
out of place.
T h e meaning of the term "endowment
fund" is that a sum of money is donated ,
and the interest accruing is used in support of the institution. Firstly, the person or persons who donate any sum, say.
$500, to the institution can pay the same to
the Board of Managers, and they invest the
same so as to bear interest, and only the
interest is to be used in support of the institution. Or, secondly, the donor or donors can give their note for the amount
they wish to donate and pay the interest on
the same during their life time and at their
death the amount to go into the hands of
the Board of Managers t o be invested
again. Or, thirdly, the donor or donors
can make a permanent investment of the
amount donated so that the Board of Man
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agers will never receive the sum donated
but only the interest which is to be used
only for the benefit of the institution—in
this case the Messiah H o m e Orphanage.
Again, the question has been asked
whether the Board would receive money
intended to be donated at the death of the
donor and pay interest on the same to the
donor during his life time and after his
death the interest to be used for the benefit
of the Orphanage. The Board has decided
to receive money on those conditions. I
trust this explanation will give to all an
intelligent understanding of the "Endowment Fund," and its conditions.
Now I believe if the Brethren and Sisters could have more confidence in the work
done at these Homes, they would be more
willing to assist. I will briefly make mention of some of the work done at the Orphanage since it was started. There were
seventeen orphans accepted and three of
them are little sisters in the church. Two
more have started to lead a better life, and
I hope they will work on till they know
that they are saved—that their sins are
taken away. Now if these children had not
been taken into the Home we must believe
some of them would be far away from God,
as their way of training led that way. So
the reader can see by this that the object is
to save souls. If we can do nothing with
older people we can lead children to God.
Now let us think over it and take it to the
Lord in Prayer.
A.

B.

MUSSER.
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company we enjoyed very much and were
impressed that she was one of those widows which Paul speaks of that serve the
Lord night and day. Both the above have
since passed away. It was our privilege
also to attend the funeral of Elder Hoffer's
wife, which was perhaps to our recollection
the largest funeral we ever attended. It
was thought perhaps 1,500 people were
present. W e were glad that there was so
much sympathy shown to our dear elder
brother in his bereavement. Upon the
whole we must say we were favorably impressed with the Church in the East and
while some may think they are somewhat
strenuous on some points, yet I give them
credit for their loyalty to the principles of
the doctrine we uphold, and I see more
than ever that unless we stand true to the
cause of Christ and the church we will not
prosper. While here in the far West the
Church is almost torn to pieces, the
Church in the East stands as a solid column. One principal reason is they are
well organized and church authority is respected and recognized. I realize that my
labors are nearly completed and I feel to
say, brethren, and especially elder brethren, stand loyal and true, and "when the
Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
away" ( I . Peter v. 4 ) .
Before leaving the East we spent one
Sabbath at Hummelstown very pleasantly (
and after that about two weeks in Franklin county, where we found many kind
hearts and had a precious time with meeting the brethren and sisters in both private and public worsfiip. On the 8th of
August we arrived hosne glad and thankful for the good heallV'i we enjoyed while
away, also glad t o return home again.
May the grace of God attend these few
lines.

At the suggestion of others, and believing
that it would be interesting to the readers
of the VISITOR, we will give a brief account
of our visit to Pennsylvania. After a spell
of sickness which lasted over a month, and
after being from home only twice after
SAMU'CI, ZOOK.
partial recovery, we started East on the
Abilene, Kans., August 21, 1903.
14th of May in company of about 24, havMeetings in Michigan.
ing secured, through the courtesy of the
Sante Fe and the Penna. R. R., a special
As announced the lovefeast at Greencar which made our trip very pleasant.
wood was held on June 20 and 21. On
W e arrived at Mt. Joy, Lancaster county,
Friday the 19th Bro. Samuel Baker, of
Pa., on the evening of the 16th. W e were
Gormley, Ont., arrived. Saturday was
met at the depot by Bro. Noah Zook, John
rainy but quite a number met during the
Brandt and others. W e were conducted
afternoon and we had a good meeting with
to the home of John Brandt where we engood feeling during the afternoon meeting
joyed a short rest, being very tired of our
and communion services and Sunday forejourney. In the evening we were taken
noon and evening. Bro. Baker and myself
to the home of Bro. J. L. Book where
left the following Friday morning for Carthere was meeting appointed, and on Sunland, visiting different places in the afterday morning attended the regular meeting
noon. On Saturday forenoon we had meetof the Brethren in Marietta and in the
ing and one was baptized. T h e love feast
evening at .Cross Roads Church. T h e folhad been announced only a few days, but
lowing Wednesday we met for conference,
was fairly well attended for so short nowhich I do not wish to describe, only
tice. There was good attendance on Sunwould say by availing myself of full night's
day morning and evening when Brother
rest I was able to attend all the sessions of
Baker gave two, interesting discourses.
conference.
Carland is about 85 miles west of Yale, or
After conference we were permitted to
Greenwood Church.
Brother
Jonathan
attend five lovefeasts, at Philadelphia, at
Lyons and family moved here last March
Mechanicsburg, at Bro. Brandt's private
and; has charge of the work. T h e Brethren
home near Conewago, at Mt. Pleasant near
here are quite encouraged; their SundayMt. Joy and at Pequa. All of which were
school is also improving. They still devery precious seasons of refreshing. I
sire the Brethren to visit them and give
can believe that God's Holy Spirit was
them help and encouragement.
present on all these occasions. It was our
T h e following Monday, June 29, we left
pleasure to meet with many dear old saints
Carland
and went 100 miles north to West
whom we will never meet again this side
Branch, Ogeman county visiting with Bro.
of eternity. W e also made many private
and Sister C. C. Erb. H a d two meetings
visits, especially with father Samuel Hoffin a school house and visited some. This
man. While in his 88th year yet his mind
is
8 miles out south-west from West
seemed bright and enjoyed conversation,
also Sister Shelly, near Marietta, whose Branch. It is a hilly country with good
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soil. It is a frontier settlement but here
we notice the Spirit of God works and the
people show and profess conviction of a
better life of which much is needed as in
this region lumbering has been carried on
extensively for the last 25 years hence so
much of the camp life has been here where
indeed much salvation is needed. On
Wednesday afternoon we went east 6 miles
where meeting was appointed for us. Here
Bro. Baker preached an interesting sermon
in a private house; good attention was
given. On Thursday afternoon Bro. Baker took train at West Branch for Yale,
stayed over night thea left for home.
As it was requested and arranged that I
should stay a few days and go north to
Roscommons, I stayed and had one moi e
meeting at the same place when two rose
and made a start promising to live, for God.
Another one, a man, promised.privately to
come out and serve God; but as.it was arranged for me to go north to Roscommon
I went on and found a hilly, barren conn*
try, stump land and plains intersected with
swamps of some tamarack and cedar. I
found a few precious souls. H e r e was a.
man with a good experience who wished to
be baptized and join the Brethren but under
his peculiar circumstances he proposed to
wait till later. T h e following Monday I .
returned to West Branch. Then I went
east as I had promised to make a visit to
parties there ; found good opnings for meeting ; people are hungry for the bread of
life, and a salvation which sets free from
sin, but as I could not stay I came home
next day, found our folks well.
We found some interesting subjects during our visits and our prayer is the Lord
may lead them to Christ and save them.
-» Yours for Christ's sake.
SAMUEL REICHARH.

On Our M i s s i o n .
To

all the

readers of

the

EVANCEUCAI.

VISITOR we come to-day with greetings in
H I S precious Name, and pray for the prosperity of Zion. May she put on her beautiful ROBES, being clothed in H i s righteousness, to stand before H I M without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, according to Eph. v. 27.
Since our last communication we have
had various experiences, with trials and
persecutions with misrepresentations and
joys in the Holy Ghost. We are glad for
the consolation found in the first clause of
verse 19 in II. Tim., ii. chapter. Praise
the Lord for the blessed hope of the gospel, that all those who are loyal-, to the
Master's calling and run to the end of the
race, they shall receive the crown described'
in I. Peter v. 4. Take courage, suffering
one for the promise is if we suffer with
H I M we shall also reign with him. Though
we may not understand these things, it - is
our privilege to believe the inspired record.
T h e present report dates back to July 4th,
when we spent two days in the city of
Harrisburg, and had two services at the
Messiah Home, Leaving the city on the
4th we were met at Lawn by Brother Jacob
Brubaker and conveyed to his home, where
two services were held in the barn on Saturday and Sunday evening.
On Sunday, the 5th, we attended the
Brethren's service at Epler's M. H . W e
found blessed fellowship with the dear
brethren at these places and with the poet
could sing:

u
"How pleasant thus to dwell below
In fellowship of love;
And tho' we part 'tis bliss to know
T h e good shall meet above."
On Monday, the 6th, we were conveyed
by Brother Brubaker to Campbellstown
where we spent several days in visiting
and held two services in the United Christian church with a good attendance and
fair interest, although it was harvest time.
When people seek the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, as Jesus said we should,
we can find time to have some refreshing
times even though it be harvest time.
July IOth and n t h were spent visiting
the dear brethren of Palmyra. Over Sunday, July 12th, we were with the Brethren
at Fairland and had a profitable time
together.
July 13th we left Lebanon for Lancaster,
where we met the little band of Brethren
in prayer-meeting at the home of our dear
Brother Daniel Kautz, where a prayermeeting is held every Tuesday evening,
and on Sunday he has a Sunday-school in
his home. They are doing a good work
and are worthy of the sympathy and support of the brotherhood. While at Lancaster it was our privilege to attend the
Christian and Missionary Alliance Convention, with profit, by heeding the injunction
of the Apostle of proving all things and
holding fast the good.
On Sunday, July 19th. we attended the
Brethren's meeting at Reich's
Church.
And on the 26th at Newtown. T h e Saturday evening meeting was at the home
of Brother C. S. Hostttter.
On Friday evening, July 31st, by request, we held an open-air meeting in Mt.
Jov,'where we had the privilege of giving
the word to a mixed multitude, and no
doubt there were some who never go :o
church. On Saturday evening, August 1st,
we attended -a large prayer-meeting at the
home of Brother J. G. Hershey, of Florin,
and on Sunday, the 2nd, we attended the
regular meeting at Cross Roads church,
and in the evening at the Lobata school house, where the meetings were continued
up to Aueust 12th with a fair attendanc;
and good interest. As far as we know only
one soul came out to serve the Lord, but
as Jesus says one soul is of more value
than the whole world, hence we are not
discouraged; the saints enjoyed the meetings, the last meeting was of special interest, and many of the dear ones gave us a
nearty hand-shake at the parting, and also
encouraged us, helping us on the way substantially without any solicitation on our
part. The Lord will reward them in his
own way. As a closing song the congregation joined heartily in singing "God be
with you till we meet again."
A meeting held at this place seven years
ago is still fruitful of good, while some
who then labored with us have gone to rest.
There are quite a number of those who
were then converted who are standing true
and at least one of the number is now a
witness for Jesus in dark India. Thus God
moves in a mysterious way to give the
gospel to the world. Praise the Lord.
On August 5th, we attended the funeral
of Harry Heisey at the Conoy church,
who departed this life so suddenly. W e
are glad to know that as many as seventeen young people in that vicinity have since
taken'timely warning and are turning to
the Lord. (The number is still increasing
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— E d i t o r ) . W e hope they will all be fully
saved to live for God, and that many more
may do likewise before it is too late.
After the meeting at Labota, we w e r ;
conveyed to the home of Brother Ezra G.
Gish, and the next evening filled an appointment at the Rheems School-house by
the request of the people of the vicinity.
On Friday evening, the 14th, we came to
Harrisburg and on Saturday, the 15th, we
attended a Harvest meeting at the home
of Brother Shearer near Rutherford. And
in the evening were with the Brethren at
Hummelstown, also on Sunday. On Sunday morning our dear Brother J. Dick, of
Mechanicsburg, preached the word with
power in which we rejoiced.
By the arrangements of the Brethren,
we preached the word on Sunday evening
to a good audience in the old Lutheran
church m Middletown, Pa., and by request
of the congregation we also gave the word
on Monday evening to an interesting audience, and have cordial invitations to return again, which we hone to do in the
Lord's own time as the way opens.
At present writing, we are holding forth
the word of life with the Brethren of
Hummelstown. W e still have invitations
to labor in different localities in Pennsylvania, and in Canada, and as the Lord
spares us we hope by his grace to labor on
as he may lead and open the way.
W e asjc all who love the cause to pray
for us that we may be humble and obey
the Lord.
Yours for service,
N O A H AND MARY ZOOK,

Permanent address, Harrisburg,
Not Messiah H o n u .
August iQth.
.—•—* • •
Mount Carmel Faith Home.

Pa.

Mt. Carmel Home is situated in Whiteside county, Illinois, ten miles north-east of
Morrison. It is incorporated under the
laws of the State with a board of five trustees, and includes one hundred and twenty
acres of good tillable land and the building used for the Orphanage. T h e land
was deeded for the work by Rev. A. G.
Zook and wife in response to a call from
God. T h e workers who have been in the
H o m e have received valuable discipline
from the Lord, but up to this time the most
active department of the work has been
the Orphanage.
T h e H o m e was opened March 1, 1900,
and for the first year very unfavorable reports were circulated about the purpose
and management of the Home. But despite these and other discouragements, God
has moved steadily forward and has
gained ground step by step until it now
seems to those in closest sympathy that he
means to lengthen the cords and broaden
the work. If this is the case he will use
others of his children. Some will be called
to be workers, some will be moved to contribute of their means and other hearts
will bear a burden of prayer, which is
such a blessing to those in the heat of the
battle.
These same children of God must know
something of the needs and prospects of
the field. An urgent need is a new and
larger building for the children. They
are 23 in number and occupy the large
house which was Brother Zook's home,
but if they can be put into more suitable
quarters their present place may be util-

ized for a training home for Christian
workers and missionaries. T o erect this
building five thousand ($5,000) dollars will
be needed. One thousand dollars is at
hand in subscriptions and cash. The remainder is accepted by faith and it is believed that the Lord will prosper bis
cause and move upon human hearts to aid
in this soul-saving effort. Workers and
children have been praying that beside the
needed money the Lord will send Holy
Ghost workers. This remark came from
one of the little girls. " I believe he will
send Holy Ghost workers because we are
praying for them." Will the Giver of the
promises not honor the faith of even a
little child? H e doubtless has called and
is preparing a. man and his wife to take
charge of the farm, a teacher and we know
not how many others to devote their lives
and love in the service of the children.
Now let us pray them here for "Satan can
hinder," but God can open the way and
then nothing can hinder.
T h e work is a faith work. Supplies
come by way of the throne, and diligence is used in the business of the Lord.
The proceeds of the Home and of Bro.
Zook's farm, which joins, is used in the
support of the work, but this would be insufficient if donations of money, food,
clothing, and provision were not received.
The question may reasonably be asked,
W h a t has three years revealed of God'?
power and purpose in this place. It is evident that he has established his name and
that he will—get g l o r y - t o himself even
through the wrath of men. H e has
showed his power as healer; most of the
children came diseased.
There
have
been weak eyes, ears, stomach and spines,
etc. Each case was carried to the Great
Physician and, to him, rather than to the
medical physician in consultation, is due
the glory of their recovery. Visitors are
impressed with their exhibition of health
and spirits. Another exhibition of his
power is the family life which has been es
tablished and the harmony in which children from the city and of many families
can live. Order and obedience have become a rule and these render it possible to
direct the intellect and sow spiritual seed.
Besides the regular school work in its season, about an hour is devoted of each morning to Bible study, with Sunday-school
and services each Lord's day evening.
T h e precious seed has fallen into good
ground and is bearing fruit.
Are there not those among the readers
of this article who feel called to be reapers
in this field and sharers in the reward.
May God encourage and send them forth.
Yours in his service,
THE

WORKERS OF THE

HOME.

Dear readers of the Visitor:—I
have
felt for some time that the work of the
above described Orphan H o m e deserved
more prayerful attention from us than
many
are giving it.
It has
been
my privilege to be personally acquainted with all the workers and trustees for years, and I know that they are
all earnest Christian women and men who
desire to do God's will from honest and
sincere hearts. I have also visited the
H o m e personally four times during the
last five years and have been enabled to
note its progress and growth year by year.
The majority of the children in the H o m e
have been sent there from the Chicago
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Mission, hence we realize quite fully what
such a work means and what a blessing it
becomes to unfortunate little orphans who
are received there into a loving Christian
home and given what would otherwise be
denied them—a proper culture for spirit,
soul, and body. I have just returned from
a trip to western Illinois, and while there
attended two services in the Home. Last
year I noticed a great improvement over
the year before, but nothing compared with
the improvement of the past twelve
months. I am certain that I have never
seen a family of twenty-six children who
looked fresher and fairer whether in a private or a public institution. God is certainly_ blessing the work. As stated, lack
of room forbids them receiving more
children at present. There is a father
here now who has begged us several times
to send his little baby boy of six months
old, whose mother died when baby was
born, to this Home, but we cannot now.
There are other cases, pitiful to relate, of
fathers and mothers who beg us with tearfilled eyes and broken hearts to help them,
for God's sake, to care for their little
motherless or fatherless children, as the
case may be. But we cannot.
Bro. A. G. Zook is a man of God, a minister in the Brethren in Christ Church; he
is one of us and we should stand by him
in his labor of love and Christian philanthropy. Few of our people have ever made
the sacrifice of time, of comfort, or of
money that our brother and his helpers
are making for this cause, and we should
rally to their help and stand by them to a
man in this noble work, realizing that
time, prayers, money, and loving brotherly
co-operation will pay large dividends in
the day when every man shall be rewarded
according to his deeds done in the body—
when even a cup of cold water given in the
name of Jesus shall not be without its reward. Let each reader inquire of the
Lord and so let him act.
Yours in good will,
G. CUFFORD CRESS.

Chicago, III., Aug. 22, 1903.
Experience.
As I have for a long time felt impressed
to write for the VISITOR, I will by the
grace of God obey, for by disobedience we
lose many a blessing we would otherwise
receive. " T o obey is better than sacrifice
and to hearken than the fat of rams" ( I .
Sam. xv. 22). I was 13 years old when
the Lord found way to my heart, and oh,
what a joy when the burden of my heart
rolled away. Although I had not indulged
in sin very deep, yet was guilty of pride
and disobedience to parents. But, "Praise
the Lord," God can take these things out
of our hearts. I was then led to wear the
plain clothes but I was not willing to ask
for them until once when my niece had
come to visit us. She asked me if I was
not going to wear plain clothes, and then I
became willing to make it known. T h e
next step was to follow in baptism and my
soul was almost overwhelmed with joy
while I was in the water. I had peace for
a while but through temptations and disobedience I soon lost that peace and finally
came to the conclusion to lay the work
aside altogether. One Friday I told one
of my school mates I would crimp my hair
and come to school without my covering
the next Monday; but I felt very uneasy,
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and when the time came to get ready for
school there was a stronger power than
mine that kept me from yielding to the
tempter and since then I have had no desire to turn back, but ever push onward.
What a blessed thought it is to know the
Lord hears and answers our prayer. For
I know he has answered prayers for me.
I remember especially one harvest the men
were cutting the oats. I carried the drinking water for t h e m ; just as I got out something off the binder came loose and was
lost. So we hunted around for it quite a
while and had almost given up finding it,
when a voice came to me and said, "Ask
the Lord." I looked up and said, "Lord
help." I walked on a little further, turned
around and walked back in the same track,
looking down there it lay at my feet. H e
has also answered for the healing of the
body. I sometimes feel we do not praise
the Lord half enough for his great love
and many mercies toward us. My deepest desire is to be a shining light to those
around me daily, so when I come to leave
this world I can say with Paul, "I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith" ( I I . Tim. iv.
7 ) . Pray for us.
Your weak sister in Christ,
SUSAN

A.

CASKEY.

H o m e M i s s i o n s W e s t and. E a s t .
Like "the star of empire" and like the
thrifty sons and daughters of New England, home missionary sentiment and enthusiasm have "gone West." T h e romance
of home missions is on the frontier. But
the tragedy of neglectJ-J-in communities in
the East depleted by Hie rush of the ambitious to greener aiJ^-more
responsive
fields.
The East has its own problem of home
missions. In the newer regions of the
West the great work has been, and is, to
organize churches, and to gather
the
newly coming Christians into them. But
in the older States the problem is to save
from extinction those churches which in
the past have enriched the world by their
faith and good works. It is an easy thing
to say if these churches are dying, "let
them die." If the people are moving away
there can be no need of using home missionary money to support pastors whose
audiences are vanishing, whether they are
going West or going to the grave. But
these churches still have a mission. And
what they need now is help to readjust
themselves to the changed
conditions
which have overtaken them. They did not
foresee these changes, or seeing, did not
prepare themselves sufficiently
to meet
them. They need, what great factories
need when their old machinery is replaced
with new, a readapting to their work.
And for this they need home missionary
money.
The problem of home missions in the
East is even more difficult, as it is also
more imperative, than appears on the surface. Around many of the churches are
communities of half a dozen or more
families which by processes working slowly but surely to that end have become
completely isolated from church influences.
In many cases the children are growing
up in ignorance of spiritual influences and
impressions except as they receive them
at second hand in their contact with a
Christian civilization.
Ordinary
home
missionary methods will not reach such
communities. Once the people went long
distances to attend church. Now they stay
at home. But it is useless to suggest that
these people could attend church now if
they wished to do so, and so dismiss the
subject as if that were an end of responsibility and privilege. T h e saddest fact is
that they do not so desire.
But even if they were disposed to attend
church, as things are now, the difficulties
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are so great that it would require a good
deal of Christian courage to bring it about.
The methods of work in the home and on
the farm are different from those of half
a century ago. Habits have changed.
Families have become strangers to each
other. There are no social ties to draw
them together, but there are social barriers to keep them apart. However considered, the unwelcome fact appears that
there are hundreds of communities too
small to support pastors if the people
were all Christians, and so situated that
they cannot enjoy church privileges in the
churches of their vicinage. And in very
many cases the method of "yoking," so
helpful where it can be applied, is not practicable. Any careful study of the problem will bring one to the conclusion that
if the people of such communities are to
be evangelized, the gospel must be preached to them from house to house. T h e
missionary must go to them, and that too
with a special message for each family.
H e cannot gather an audience even in the
little school-house at their very doors
until by personal visitation he has created^
an appetite for the things of the kingdom^
And in doing such work no minister can
stand on a "call" which offers to him the
luxuries of a professional life. His call
is to service, and God will show him how
great things he must suffer. H e may become proficient as a "fisher of men" and
win many; but in such service he cannot
become famous as a pulpit orator.
There is at present much greater need
of increasing the home missionary work
in the East than in the West. Neglect
will be more disastrous in the East than
in the West. A growing child
needs
care: but the care of the sick is imperative.
If the work in the East is as the care of
the sick, even so it is remunerative. If it
is done according to methods suited to existing conditions the judicious ependiture
of money and missionary force will bring
as large returns in the East as in the West.
Delay will add t a the difficulty and the expense of the work. Now is the time to reclaim these waste places, and home mis_2Jggary societies have A a responsibility to
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once.
Nowhere is there less hope that the
people will seek their own salvation by
asking to have something done for them
in the way of church work; but nowhere
is there better material of which to make
Christians than is to be found in these
same neglected communities of New England. Nowhere is it more evident that to
be without God is to be without hope in
this world; yet nowhere do people respond
more quickly and more generously to the
touch of goodness, or show themselves
more friendly to kinship with the divine
nature.
Even philanthrophy would give to these
people the blessings of Christianity, because they have so little else to enlarge
their lives.
Much more then should
Christianity give to them the gospel.
Being Christians, their lives are easily enlarged in the best way, for there is so
much room for the unhindered growth of
all the Christian virtues. These people
are worth saving, and these neglected retreats make delightful
homes for
the
heavenly-minded. T h e duty is plain, the
reward is sure.—Rev. Amos Judson Bailey,
in Congregationalist and Christian Work.
"Seventeen years ago," says "Go Forward," "the first Protestant missionary entered K o r e a ; to-day over 20,000 men and
women worship the true God. But the
earnestness and liberality of the converts
is even more encouraging than the rapid
growth of Christianity in numbers. Their
zeal and generosity in building churches
and in spreading the good news of Christ's
kingdom should be nothing short of an inspiration to older and wealthier Churches.
They are becoming an aggressive missionary people."

—• m •
Every attempt to make others happy,
every sin left behind, every temptation
trampled under foot, every step forward in
the cause of what is good, is a step nearer
to heaven.
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A d d r e s s e s of Missionaries.
Africa.
Brother and Sister H. P. Steigerwald;
Sister H . Frances Davidson; Brother
Levi and Sister Emma Doner, Matoppo
Mission, Bulowayo, South Africa.
Brother and Sister Isaac O. Lehman,
Roodeport, Transvaal, South Africa.
Brother and Sister Jesse R. Eyster, Fordsburg, Box. 116, Transvaal, South Africa.
Brother J. O. and Sister Mary C. Lehman,
New Primrose, G. M. Co., Germiston,
South Africa.
India.
D. W. Zook, Mrs. D. W. Zook, Mrs. A. W.
Zook, Josiah Martin, Rhoda Z. Martin,
Sripat, Purunia, Bankura Dist., Bengal,
India.
J. H . Sparrow, Anna H e r r Sparrow, Raghunathpur P. O., Manbhoom Dis., India.
Sister Elmina Hoffman, Kedgeon, Poona
district, Ramabai Home, India.
Central

America.

Brother and Sister J. G. Cassel, Box 74,
Guatamala, Central America.
Sister Martha Hoffman,
San Salvador,
Salvador, Central America.
Texas.
Brother and Sister S. H . Zook, Hidalgo,
(Only the Matoppo Mission, first mentioned above, receives support from the
Foreign Mission Fund. T h e others depend on the free-will offerings of the people.)
T h e L a m e n t a b l e D e a t h of P o l l y Y o s t .
Who died in the southern part of York
County, Pa., nearly 100 years ago. /
kneiv a woman who said she danced with
this girl when both were young ladies.
Young-people who delight in sin,
I'll tell you what has lately been;
A woman who was young and fair,
W h o died in sin and sad despair.
She'd go to frolics, dance and play,
In spite of all her friends could say;
I'll turn to God when I get old,
And H e will then receive my soul.
One Friday morning she took sick,
H e r stubborn heart began to break;
A l a s ! alas! my days are spent
Good God! too late for to repent.
She called her mother to her bed—
H e r eyes were rolling in her head—
When I am dead remember well
Your wicked Polly screams in Hell.
The tears are lost you shed for me,
My soul is lost I plainly see;
O h ! mother, mother, fare you well,
My soul will soon be dragged to Hell.
My earthly father, fare you well,
My soul is lost and doomed to H e l l ;
The flaming wrath begins to roll,
I am a lost and ruined soul.
She gnawed her tongue before she died,
She rolled and groaned and screamed and
cried.
O h ! must I burn forever more,
When thousand, thousand years are o'er.
At last the monster death prevailed,
H e r nails turned blue, her language failed,
She closed her eyes and left the world,
Poor Polly down to Hell was hurled.
It almost broke her mother's heart
T o see her child to Hell depart;
My soul, O my Polly's dead,
Her soul is gone, her spirit's fled.
Good God! how did her parents mourn
T o think their child was dead and g o n e ;
O h ! is my Polly gone to Hell,
My grief so great no tongue can tell.
Young people, lest this be your case,
Return to God and seek his face
Upon your knees for mercy cry,
Lest you in sin like Polly die.

VISITOR

Lessens, From Joshua.

O h ! sinners, take the warning fair
And for your dying bed prepare,
Return to Jesus Christ and live,
And he will life and pardon give.

XIII.

Remember well your dying day,
And seek salvation while you m a y ;
Forsake your sin and follies too,
Or they will prove your overthrow.
—Selected by H. Balsbaugh,
Harrisbura,
Pa.
Some G e m s for T h o u g h t .
"To-day is your opportunity, to-morrow
some other fellow's."
"A man's brains can do more than both
his hands."
" W h a t has been done can be done
again."
" T h e world pays a salary for what you
know, wages for what you do."
"Steady, quiet, persistent, plain work
can't be imitated or replaced by anything
just as good."
"A man's business conversation should
be—Have some thing to say. Say it. Stop
talking."
" T h e man who fears he will do more
than his salary calls for, will never have
much salary to call for."
"If thou art wise, thou knowest thine
own ignorance."
" A man's leisure time is his unused capital."
"Reading makes a full man, conference
a ready man, and writing an exact man."
"Success treads on the heels of every
right effort."
" H e who ceases to grow greater, grows
smaller."
"Every man is ,{jie'architect of his own
fortune."
'
v
"Success comes, ?Jut it has to be inviteH."
"There is no excellency without great
labor."
" H a r d work is not all that is necessary
to success in life."
"Misdirected energy and zeal will send
a man to the penitentiary."
J. I. L.
President Fianey Relates His
ience T h u s :

[September I, 1903.

Exper-

"For then shalt thou make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success." (Margin reads,
"do
ivisely.'')
Josh. i. 8.
Assurance of success. How many men
standing at the threshhold of or in the
midst of a business venture, a political
campaign, the general about to lead his
army against the foe, the young man as
he leads his bride to the altar, the student
as he plods through intricate problems
with commencement visions before him, arc
bouyed with the promised laurels and the
enjoyments and emoluments held before
them, but are harrassed by the memory that
"There is many a slip
' T w i x t ' t h e cup and the lip."
Not so with the worker who works
under the directions of this old Bible verse
from which we have drawn three of this
series of studies. Success is assured.
Failure is out of question for God never
fails. H e may not undertake, but having
undertaken he never fails. See Phil. i. '6.
Under this direction many enterprises
would never be undertaken, for much that
man achieves and takes great pride in is
after all but chaff. "I will blow upon it,"
says God; for instance, the wealth that
comes by oppression of another, by the
ruin of a fellow-man, pleasures that burn
and canker, for "it shall be tried by fire."
But who that cares for his life would
want to be in an enterprise that did nut
have the approval of the God in whose
hands his life is. (See Matt., xvi. 26 and
x. 28.) " W e are on God's side."—Lincoln.
' "Thou shalt have." It is a great thing
to know. Faith takes God at his word,
ventures in his strength, triumphs in spite
of all foes.
A. Z. M.

MARRIAGES.
R I E G L E — W I N G E R . — M a r r i e d on the
19th of August, 1903, at Clarence Center,
N. Y., by A. Bearss, Mr. Albert Eugene
Riegle to Miss Ella May Winger, daughted of Brother Levi and Sister Jennie
Winger, and granddaughter of the officiating minister, all of Clarence Center,
Erie county, N. Y.

OBITUARIES.
SHELLY.—Died,' near Marietta, Pa.,
August 8, 1903, Sister Susannah Shelly,
widow of the late Bro. David Shelly, aged
73 years, 11 months and 25 days. Sister
Shelly had been an invalid for many years
suffering more or less continually from a
tumorous growth. She was converted at
17 years of age and remained faithful until
death. She leaves, to mourn their loss, two
sons, Amos and Elias, where she had her
home, and one step-son, Henry, of near
Mt. Joy, Pa., and five grandchildren, 14
step-grandchildren, and .47 great-grandchildren., 1 She was buried at Cross Roads
M. H. on August n t h . T h e funeral services were conducted by Elder Aaron Martin, Bro. Jacob Martin and Martin Rutt,
of the Meunonite Brethren. Text—Rev.

"As I turned and was about to take a
seat by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. Without any expectation of it, without ever having the
thought in my mind that there was any
such thing for me, without any recollection that I had ever heard the thing mentioned by any person in the world, the
Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner that seemed t o go through me, body
and soul. I could feel the impression, like
a wave of electricity, going through and
.through me. Indeed, it seemed to come
in waves and waves of liquid love; for I
could not express it in any other way. It
seemed like the very breath of God. I can
xiv. 13.
recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan
me, like immense wings.
I F F E R T . — A n n a Elizabeth Iffert, (nee
" N o words can express the wonderful
Miller) was born June 3, 1817, in Rarefort
love that was shed abroad in my heart. I
Grise Melsungen Hessa Cassel, Germany.
wept aloud with joy and love: and I do
She was married to Martin Iffert in 1838.
not know but I should say I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my, They emigrated to North America in 1843
heart. These waves came over me, and* and settled in Ohio in 1851. Later they
over me, and over me, one after the other,
came to Elkhart county, Ind., where they
until I recollect I cried out, T shall die if
have since resided. She died Aug. 10, 1903.
these waves continue to pass over me.' I
aged 86 years, 2 months and 7 days. Fusaid, 'Lord, I cannot bear- any more;' yet
neral services were conducted by Elder J.
I had no fear of death."
A. Stump and Elder John Metzler. of the
• m•
German Baptist Brethren. She was a faithful member of the German Reformed
God's love gives in such a way that it
church. Five sons, two daughters, twentyflows from a Father's heart, the well-spring
of all good. T h e heart of the giver makes ? t h r c e grandchildren and nine great-grandth gift dear and precious; as among""our-,i " children survive to moHrn her loss. H e r
selves we say of even a trifling gift*Cit
husband, one son, two daughters, six grandcomes from a hand we love, and we look
children, and three great-grandchildren
not so much at the gift as at the heart.
preceded her to the spirit world.

